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children who like movement and action (Fig. 40). They may be
more attracted by the movement itself than by the representation of
the object; they neglect the texture and are satisfied to give only
the rough contour.
DIRECTION OF STROKES
The direction of strokes has a special significance. If we con-
sider the outline of a figure, or the strokes connecting different fig-
ures, we can distinguish whether the direction of such strokes is
made in a secure or in an insecure way. The movement may aim at
a certain point in a direct way, and be made with swing and im-
pulse. We may conclude that children who so express themselves
are determined, know what they want, have a stable disposition, and
manifest a feeling of security.
With another group the strokes are not made impulsively; they
show interruptions and perhaps confinement. We may conclude
that such children act less on impulse than on careful consideration.
They usually premeditate, and the intellect plays a more important
role than impulses or feelings. But the direction of strokes may
also appear vague and insecure, and show interruption. There may
be a lack of organization, pointing to a lower development of per-
sonality or to a neurotic disposition. The lines may be confused, the
margin of strokes wobbly; here we would suppose a confused and
unshaped personality.
The direction of strokes may proceed in a more angular or a
more rounded and circular way. The angular way is a reflex of
movements which come from different directions, representing two
different dynamics and usually indicating a conflict. The degree of
the angle seems to be nearly in proportion to the degree of tension
resulting from a conflict. The smaller and more pointed the angle
appears, the higher is the tension. The expression of tension is aug-
mented by the degree of pressure. The characteristic sign of the
angle is the break of one movement at its juncture with another
movement. The emotional conflict thus resulting has its parallel in
a characteristic mental attitude of confronting one idea with another
one. We call this phenomenon reflection, and it may appear in dif-
ferent forms: as counterbalancing, criticism, hypercriticism, doubt,
self-consciousness, self-observation., restraint, etc.
IB the circular movement, different directions are leveled in one
Gontmuotts flow. Here also the degree of the curve Is nearly in pro-
portion to the degree of balance and rhythmic activity. The more
regular the curve appears, the higher is the capacity for bringing